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as [10] the time was short, we were obliged to break
off, for there is no affair so important that they
would not leave it for a feast. Now when we had
finished, they looked at one another for some time,
by way of deference, to see who would speak. Fin-
ally, he who presided took the floor, hurriedly re-
peated the chief points of our speech, and dwelt par-
ticularly upon the assertion that we loved them, and
that it was only through affection that we went about
to visit them, with the intention of living and dying
in their country. One of the older ones added that
it would be well to have this word resound through-
out the earth; that, furthermore, we were placing
them under great obligations by consoling them in
their tears; that our persons were dear to them; that
the young men should be very careful not to strike
a blow for which the whole country might groan.
All finally concluded with expressions of the utmost
good will, inviting us to visit them from that time on.
Such is the character of this country; as for words,
there are as many of them as you desire. Neverthe-
less, we judged that we had, for the time, every rea-
son for satisfaction.

Afterwards, in our visits, we encountered a very
sick old man. ‘‘My Nephews’' (he said to us at
first), *“ be welcome.” He soon reversed the compli-
ment when he learned what brought us there, for he
said, the angry blood mounting to his face, ‘“It is
you people who are making me die; since you set
foot in this house, six days ago, I have eaten noth-
ing; and I have seen you in a dream as persons who
are bringing us misfortune; it is you who are mak-
ing me die.”” Observe that among these peoples
nothing more need be said for a man to have his head



